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Programme correct at the time of publication
09 September 2025

Day 1 — Sunday, 14 September 2025

Registration @ Conference venue
Welcome Reception @ Safari Lodge Courtyard

15h00-17h30

18h00-19h30

07h30-08n00

Registration

Day 2 — Monday, 15 September 2025

08h00-08n10
08h10-08n50

PLENARY SESSION 1 - Chair: Sonja Matthee
- Welcome & Introduction (Prof. Sonja Matthee, Stellenbosch University - Congress Chairperson)
- Keynote 1: Spatiotemporal variation in avian host-parasite communities (Dr Jenny Dunn, Keele University, United Kingdom)

Venue 1 (Ndlopfu)

Venue 2 (Ndau & Nari)

Session 1.1.1 - Special Session: Wildlife Malaria
Chair: Edward Netherlands

Session 1.2.1 -

Aquatic Parasitology

Chair: Wilmien Luus-Powell

Session 1.1.2 - Special Session: Wildlife Malaria and other

Haemoparasites

Chair: Raksha Bhoora

Session 1.2.2 - Aquatic Parasitology

Chair: Russell Yong

Presenter Title Abstr | Presenter Title Abstr
Diversity and host impacts of Yong, Russell Marine fish blood flukes
09h00 Shimizu, Misa | Haemoproteus parasite infection 001 QiY ’ (Aporocotylidae) of South Africa: an 011
from vultures in The Gambia I-yung under-explored fauna
Mbou- Rodent malaria parasites detected Avenant- Purposeful design causes microhabitat
09h15 Boutambe, in the invasive Rattus rattus in 103 Oldewage, restriction and enables reproductive 101
Clark Gabon Annemarie success
Plastic, fantastic: avian malaria Benovics Fish as potential non-host predators
09h30 Rivero, Ana plasticity in response to mosquito 128 Michal ’ shaping trematode communities in a 042
bites and co-infections subarctic lake ecosystem
Highlighting malaria in Uganda Small particles, big impacts: exploring
Stothard, with an assessment of an A . ionic and nano silver's influence on the
09h45 Russell associated risk of infection within e Laiite (L reproduction of Macrogyrodactylus o

semi-captive chimpanzees congolensis
10h00 Tea & Poster viewing (foyer and Ndlopfu) \

Presenter Title Abstr | Presenter Title Abstr
Exploring parasite diversity in white-
R .-, Immune modulation and hidden Thobeiane breasted cormorant (Phalacrocorax
10h30 Vir |gn ie ’ costs of asymptomatic malaria in 141 Ketumjile ’ lucidus) from Loskop Dam, South 056
9 wild chimpanzees Africa, with the first report of
Macrobilharzia sp.
Evidence of Plasmodium parasite
sharing between humans and non- . Population genetic structure and
10h45 Eobiclergis, human primates in confined 094 Bgnowcs, intraspecific variability in generalist fish 057
Larson f . Michal :
Gabonese environments: parasites
implications for zoonotic malaria
Protozoan parasites on the gills of
11h00 Penzhorn, Haemoprotozoa of wildlife: the 132 Moema, Oreochromis mossambicus from 020
Banie dilemma of "dead" names Esmey Letlamoreng/Setumo Dam, Mahikeng,
North-West Province
Reassessmg .the genus . Taxonomic analysis of the parasitic
Haemocystidium (Apicomplexa: . > . .
Netherlands, . N Coetzee, community associated with Power's
11h15 Haemoproteidae): insights from 107 ) . ) 021
Edward . . Francois Clawed Frog, Xenopus poweri Hewitt,
mitochondrial DNA genomes and 1927 (Anura: Pipidae)
morphological data -ip




Presenter Title Abstr | Presenter Title Abstr
Back to the future: Exploring the . .
p . . = Beyond restoration: Environmental
Barnard, diversity of species of Husken, . .
11h30 . o . . 061 drivers of trematode dynamics in 118
Monique Haemogregarina in terrapins, with Annabell :
- recovering streams
a focus on Southern Africa
PLENARY SESSION 2 - Chair: Maxwell Barson
13h00-13h10 | - Gold Sponsor: Ingaba Biotech
13h10-13h35 | - Guest Speaker 1: Wildlife as carriers and transmitters of vectors, pathogens and diseases (Dr Mamohale Chaisi, South African
National Biodiversity Institute, South Africa)
Session 1.1.3 - Microbiomes, vectors and the environment | Session 1.2.3 - Sand flies, midges and human perceptions
Chair: Zamantungwa Mnisi Chair: Nkululeko Nyangiwe
Survey of ticks and their Nelamsie Perceptions on anthelmintic resistance
13h35 Iddon, Alice microbiomes spanning national 091 U in goats under communal production 076
. Khanyisani
parks in Botswana systems
Global variations and implications Biting midges (Diptera:
Mhlanga, of microbiome communities in Labuschagne, . " s .
13h50 Tapiwanashe ixodid ticks (Arachnida: Ixodidae): e Karien Ce!'att?pogonldae. Cluitealzs) i Sl s
. : Africa: status and research
A systematic review
Environmental effects on nest . . ;
Garcia-del microbiome-parasite interactions Kmentova, frem st|gr_na Sl a_ldvancmg the
14h05 . ) : o 026 . conservation and perception of 104
Rio, Marina and bird condition: an Nikol .
. metazoan parasites
experimental study
Motloun Predicting tick distributions in a
14h20 Rethabil% changing climate: An ensemble 018
approach for South Africa

End of Sessions
14h45-14h55 i i ity Press (Prof. Russell Stothard, Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, United King
14h55-17h00 African Parasite Network Meeting (for early-career and established researchers) @ conference venue

Day 3 — Tuesday, 16 September 2025

07h30-08n00 | Registration
PLENARY SESSION 3 - Chair: Wilmien Luus-Powell
08h00-08h45 | - Keynote 2: Old hosts as treasure troves of worms, worms as tags for new hosts: the overlooked potential of helminthology in
invasion biology (Prof. Maarten Vanhove, Universiteit Hasselt, Belgium)
Venue 1 (Ndlopfu) Venue 2 (Ndau & Nari)
Session 2.1.1 - Marine Parasitology Session 2.2.1 - Rodents and their parasites
Chair: Susan Dippenaar Chair: Luther van der Mescht
Presenter Title Abstr | Presenter Title Abstr
Reduce, reuse, recycle:
redescription of one and .
Botha, description of two new Gnathia . Cluziers i re_glo_nal flea and host
08h45 ” . ] . 030 Krasnov, Boris assemblages: biogeography or 002
Hesmarié species (Isopoda: Gnathiidae)
S f ecology?
from historical museum material
(1898-1976)
Unravelling the taxonomy of fish Ectoparasites and gastrointestinal
09h00 Cook, haemogregarines, a few species at 071 Raubenheimer, helmmths_ associated with Sm|th_s_ 014
Courtney ) Inge bush squirrel (Paraxerus cepapi) in
atime :
South Africa
fSIEIf:slat(I:cr);plt?cb;::?:syif;dgs rill\:rairne Schlemmer, el ke lveEy) sEsueiEi il
09h15 Lawton, Scott ’ . S 123 ’ rodents and the extent of parasite 093
mammals, with applications for Ernst sharing between sympatric rodents
cetacean conservation 9 ymp
Marine protected areas and
parasite conservation: metazoan Parasite diversity of the Karoo bush
09h30 Vermaak, Anja | parasites of the Cape white 037 Kipling, Jessica rat (Otomys unisulcatus) in the 012
seabream, Diplodus capensis, as Western Cape
case study
Session 2.1.2 - Marine Parasitology Session 2.2.2 - Rodents, parasites and pathogens
Chair: Nico Smit Chair: Sonja Matthee
A large-scale study on
gastrointestinal helminth Host and environmental factors
Marchiori, community of loggerhead sea ; influence ectoparasite infestations
10n15 Erica turtles Caretta caretta: ecological 12 Lt s yeer found on the Namaqua rock mouse, ez
drivers of diversity and insights Micaelamys namaquensis
into environmental changes
Diversity and distribution of
Dipoenaar ectoparasites associated with
10h30 s PP ’ The Caligus stumble block 035 Singo, Lola Rhabdomys spp. (Muridae) in the 066
usan
Fynbos, Nama- and Succulent Karoo
biomes
Monorchiid trematodes in Indo- el 2 to_ pe_rlphe_ry: .
Pacific butterflyfishes: enabling a e
10h45 Cribb, Thomas . . " 4 114 Kruse, Nina indigenous rodents at the wildlife- 131
biogeographical paradigm for fish . . .
: . livestock-human interface in Greater
parasites of the region? Kruger




12h45-13h10

Networking and

Lunch @ the Safari Lod

Posters (Ndlopfu)
e Restaurant

PLENARY SESSION 4 - Chair: Kerry Hadfield Malherbe
- Guest Speaker 2: Parasite conservation: A new frontier for the research on parasites of wildlife (Prof. Nico Smit, North-West
University, South Africa)

Presenter Title Abstr | Presenter Title Abstr
Clnermeisislie & [ Leonsls Global latitudinal distributions of flea
11h00 de Klerk, (sUggir:aeSI.Il::Ine::. ggcg?:;oeso)m of 059 van der Mescht, | and small mammal host species 032
Linda pecies: 9 my Luther richness, phylogenetic diversity, and
an epibiont from South African ) . )
functional diversity
waters
Armstrong Exploring the evolutionary history A EIE PRI SRl (5
11h15 ’ - 039 Matthee, Sonja ectoparasite species assemblages 144
Helen of the Cryptogonimidae )
on sympatric rodents

Session 2.1.3 - Schistosomes and other trematodes
Chair: Annemarie Avenant-Oldewage

Session 2.2.3 - Trypanosomes
Chair: Franck Prugnolle

The national atlas of tsetse and

14h25
15h30
17h30-19h30

07h30-08n00

microbiome dynamics in the snail
Biomphalaria glabrata

Dedicated Poster Session

End of Day 3 - Free evening
Braai @ Cattle Baron Boma (Only guests who RSVP’d)

Day 4 — Wednesday, 17 September 2025 |

Registration

Mozambique: preliminary results

13h10 Kibet, Caroline | Diversity of avian schistosomes 046 ll\:/l:rlggggge, trypanosomosis in Mozambique: 079
preliminary results
An innovative imaging tool and the Snacking preferences of tsetse flies:
13h25 Seliele Pl impaqt of invasive snails on 099 S, S Identifigation of \{ector-host-parasite 045
amphistomes of large African dynamics at the interface between
herbivores agricultural and conservation areas
Phylogeography of Galba Molecular detection of trypanosome
truncatula and implications for the parasite in Stomoxys flies from the
13h40 Lo, S spread of fluke diseases of 2l DI, TS northeastern KwaZulu-Natal o
domestic animals and wildlife Province of South Africa
Evaluation of the vectorial
Geographical distribution, ecology competence of Glossina brevipalpis
Mukaratirwa, and infection status of hosts of - in the transmission of Trypanosoma
13055 Samson Fasciola species from selected e Cezsa, NIk congolense-savanna type, in the 19
localities in South Africa Matutuine District, Maputo Province,
Mozambique
Schistosome species, parasite p | f .
development, and co-infection HRELEIES) @ URAPEIEEINS s
14h10 Schols, Ruben | combinations determine 034 ITEEN), I i [BUEr 0 E LAELRLED 074
’ Hermogenes National Park, Matutuine District,

08h00-08n45

PLENARY SESSION 5 - Chair: Sonja Matthee
- Keynote 3: On the trail of parasites: a journey through veterinary parasitology in southern African landscapes (Prof. Luis Neves,
University of Pretoria, South Africa)

Venue 1 (Ndlopfu)

Venue 2 (Ndau & Nari)

Session 3.1.1 - Haemoparasite detection and diversity

Chair: Nicola Collins

Session 3.2.1 - Medical Parasitology
Chair: Virginie Rougeron

ranging black-footed cats (Felis
nigripes) from South Africa

Tea & Poster viewing (foyer and Ndlopfu)
Session 3.1.2 - Haemoparasite diversity and distribution
Chair: Banie Penzhorn

old children in Vhembe, South Africa

Session 3.2.2 - Aquatic Parasitology
Chair: Kerry Hadfield Malherbe

Presenter Title Abstr | Presenter Title Abstr
Sekaobela Multiplex real-time PCR for van 2vl Harnessing monoterpenoids for
08h45 9 ’ detecting Theileria bicornis and 064 yh mosquito control and malaria 090
Naledi Ny SR Robyn A
Babesia bicornis in rhinoceros transmission
Development of a method to . . .
extract high molecular weight DNA Samie th ;ii‘:cl)dserg;iczjlizgi};?e r:;(tjic?r::vgtr? 1]
09h00 Aphane, Karabo | from a putative novel Anaplasma 072 Amid ’ hild fp | i 139
species identified in impala midou c ;h re,cl Irg? o:}v r:sources settings
(Aepyceros melampus) in the Malkd cono
" . From baboons to vervets, with
09h15 Fisher, Adam qufﬁcat:]?gﬁzer:gév;tser SIPICEE UBg) 047 gtuostgzlrld’ humans in between: Improving 006
detection of Strongyloides
Efg:;?;:;:ngngxg:gvyaogn d Genetic diversity of Entamoeba
09h30 Davis, Erin Bartonella in captive and free- 129 Mgshatola, slpeles, sl Ll e on eleliea 140
Boitumelo occurrence among under five-year-

gaps in Africa

2000s

Presenter Title Abstr | Presenter Title Abstr
Prevalence of Anaplasma
mqrgmal o hne 4 ety . Polystomatid flatworms in Africa:
African buffalo (Syncerus caffer) in Landman,
10h15 Duarte, Marche . 070 - State of knowledge and the way 033
the Kruger National Park and Willie forward
characterization of A. marginale
strains
Anaplasma platys beyond canines: Making a comeback: a new
Mnisi, a systematic review of host range, . perspective on gnathiid species
10n30 Zamantungwa zoonotic potential, and knowledge ey EEEINE, AT described in the 1900s to early el




Presenter Title Abstr | Presenter Title Abstr

Occurrence of vector-borne
pathogens in Namibian herbivores: Schwelm Trematode infections in freshwater

10h45 Czirjak, Gabor differences between Etosha 062 Jessi ’ snails of South Africa: diversity, 078

: essica ’ h
National Park and freehold prevalence, and host interactions
farmland
N Exploring the understudied

Investigating vector-borne L d

11h00 Grillini, Marika protozoa in wild carnivores from 124 Lotgfeialiy blodlver§|ty and ta)‘(onomy Of. 029

Kelsey corallanid isopods in Indonesian

northeastern Italy e —

Networking and

osters (Ndlopfu)

12h45-13h10

Lunch @ the Safari Lodge Restaurant

PLENARY SESSION 6 - Chair: Sonja Matthee
Guest Speaker 3: What can genetics teach us about the current taxonomic scheme for lice genera? (Prof. Conrad Matthee,
Stellenbosch University, South Africa)

Session 3.1.3 - Evolution and molecular ecology of

parasites

Chair: Conrad Matthee

Session 3.2.3 - Parasites and pathogens associated with
carnivores
Chair: Karien Labuschagne

. Mitochondrial genome Ferraro, Cardiopulmonary parasites in
1310 ety Mozt fragmentation in parasitic lice oz Elisabetta Golden Jackals from lItaly nee
Diversity and biology of Spirometra FerEme Parasite infections in wolves: a study
13h25 Kuchta, Roman tapeworms, zoonotic parasites of 043 A ; on health risks and zoonotic 065
P Elisabetta S
wildlife implications
Unravelling the evolution of Mapping intestinal parasites in
13h40 Smit, Andeliza Amblyomma: The case of 073 Beraldo, Paola | golden jackals in Italy to track health 083
Amblyomma splendidum risks
Shevkhkanloo Diversity and evolutionary history Parasitic infections in Golden
13h55 N y ’ of Pneumocystis fungi in their New 019 Cassini, Rudi Jackals: a comparative analysis of 081
ona . : )
Guinean rodent hosts diagnostic methods
Molecular data reveal a complex of
cryptic species within Corynosoma Characterisation of vector-borne
Hernandez-Orts australe Johnston, 1937 Wachter pathogens in brown and spotted
14h10 2 " | (Acanthocephala: Polymorphidae), 111 N hyenas from Namibia and Tanzania 048
Jesus ) o Bettina . . :
a parasite of pinnipeds from both reveals high frequency of infection
the Northern and Southern and genetic variability
Hemispheres

07h45-08h00

Close of Congress
PARSA AGM @ Ndlopfu Hall, Conference venue
18h00-22h00 Gala Dinner & Presentation Awards @ Cattle Baron Restaurant (Only guests who RSVP’d)

Day

hursday, 18 September

Morning refreshments

08h00-12h00

What species do | have in my eppendorf tube —

Venue 1 (Ndau) Venue 2 (Nari)
Workshop 1 Workshop 2

a molecular approach
(Prof. Conrad Matthee)

The phenomena of radiation and co-evolution in parasites:
what are we looking for?
(Prof. Maarten Vanhove)
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FEEE Presenter Title (A
No No
Terrestrial
P1 Nyangiwe, Acaricide resistance of Rhipicephalus decoloratus ticks collected from communal grazing cattle in South 005
Nkululeko Africa
P2 Merino, Santiago Changes in nes_t mlcrocll_mate affect concentration of gases and ectoparasite abundance in nests of 008
Eurasian blue tits (Cyanistes caeruleus)
. Molecular detection of Trypanosoma congolense savannah infecting cattle in north-eastern KwaZulu-
P3 Serage, Naledi Natal Province, South Africa 009
Raubenheimer Mitochondrial DNA phylogeography of a species-specific sucking louse, Johnsonpthirus heliosciuri, act
P4 Inge ’ as a proxy to provide insights into the population connectivity of its host, Smith’s bush squirrels, 015
9 Paraxerus cepapi
P5 Garcia-Velasco, Is that a bedbug? First record of Cimex lectularius L. inside Eurasian Blue Tit (Cyanistes caerulesus L.) 027
Javier nests
Nkosi, Mmatlala Trypanosome infection prevalence in Glossina brevipalpis collected from the communal areas of north-
P6 : 031
D. eastern KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa
p7 Yssel Rone Gastrointestinal nematodes and Enterobacteriaceae bacteria infecting horses in Potchefstroom town of 036
’ y North-West Province, South Africa
P8 Jamesboy, Eunice The rc_)Ie of the Medical Entomology Museum in advancing vector-borne disease research and parasite 041
surveillance
Detection of Trypanosoma equiperdum antibodies from South African horses and donkeys using
P9 Plank, Kamogelo compliment fixation test 052
P10 Jordan, Lilla Physiological costs of sub-clinical haemoparasite co-infections in Namibian cheetahs (Acinonyx jubatus) 054
P11 Jordan, Lilla Movement costs of sub-clinical babesiosis in free-ranging Namibian cheetahs (Acinonyx jubatus) 055
P12 Czirjak, Gabor A. Estimating Toxoplasma gondii exposure in Swedish wolverines (Gulo gulo) — a retrospective study 060
P13 Jamesboy, Eunice | Potential applications of Toxorhynchites mosquitoes in integrated pest management (IPM) strategies 067
P14 Fagir, Dina M. Ectoparasn_e diversity and _dlstrlbutlon in Rattus rattus and Rattus tanezumi from rural communities in the 068
Savanna biome, South Africa
P15 Sekujika, Okuhle Diversity of Sarcocystis in wildlife from the Greater Kruger, South Africa 075
P16 Nel, Mikyla OCCL_Jrrence of Anaplasma marginale in cattle from villages in the Mnisi Community, Mpumalanga 077
province, South Africa
P17 Collins, Nicola E. Assessment of quantitative real-time PCR assays to detect a novel Anaplasma species in dogs 080
P18 Dejmkova, Tereza | Unravelling the development of anuran trypanosomes in mosquito vectors 087
. Molecular detection and risk factors of fasciolosis in sheep, snails and the environment in the Eastern
P19 Gounden, Sarina Cape, South Africa 088
P20 Schlemmer, Emnst :\(I)Z\gnstpemes of Gastronodus Singh, 1934 (Nematoda: Spirocercidae) discovered in a South African 095
P21 Van der Mescht, Batload of parasites: investigating the drivers of ecto- and endoparasite infracommunity composition in 096
Luther the Natal long-fingered bat (Miniopterus natalensis) in South Africa
P22 ﬁga;l:]c())-tg/loaglla, Molecular detection and characterisation of Theileria parva in selected buffalo populations in Zambia 097
Socio-economic characteristics associated with animal husbandry practices, in particularly the control of
P23 Magoda, Sindile tick-borne diseases, for the production of red meat by small-scale farmers in the Eastern Cape Province 106
of South Africa
P24 Jansen, Miungisi Seasonal \_/ar|at|ons of Haemoncus conto_n‘us species affecting communal sheep grazing at Tsomo 130
grassland in the Eastern Cape, South Africa
P25 Goni, Sindisile Popglatlon dynamlgs of ticks (Acari: Ixodidae) infesting cattle in the central region of the Eastern Cape 134
Province, South Africa
P26 Matjila, Tshepo Seroprevale_nce and as_sqmated risk factors for Toxoplasma gondii infection of goats and sheep in the 137
Khomas region of Namibia
P27 Rougeron, Virginie | Genomic insights into Plasmodium vivax and Plasmodium simium host shifts in Latin America 142




Poster . Abstract
No Presenter Title No
P28 Rindoria, Going into details: first molecular data and SEM observations of Capillaria pterophylli (Nematoda) from 017

Nehemiah M. ornamental fish of the Cichlidae family

P29 Truter, Marliese Hiding in the prptected area: New species of Paradiplozoon Akmerov, 1 974 (Polyopisthocotyla) from two 038

endemic cyprinids hosts in South Africa’s Cape Fold freshwater ecoregion
- . Molecular characterisation and phylogeny of three South African marine fish haemogregarines

P30 Bhlamini, Zandile (Adeleorina: Haemogregarinidae) 040

P31 Kuchta, Roman 2)'22) ii:sst characterisation of the secretome in the acanthocephalan Pomporhynchus laevis from Barbus 044

P32 le Roux, Chandra Diving into discovery: uncovering new marine fish leech species in South Africa 053

P33 Donough, Nichole | Snail mail: delivering parasites to aquatic hosts 082

P34 Seabela, January Parasite diversity of Clarias gariepinus from Tzaneen Dam, Limpopo Province, South Africa 084

P35 Mashilwane, Metazoan parasites of the Mozambique tilapia Oreochromis mossambicus (Peters, 1852) from Loskop 089

Collins Dam in Mpumalanga province, South Africa

P36 de Klerk, Linda Larval c<_a§todes and a poisonous host: Implications for marine cestode transmission pathways and host 098
adaptability

P37 Hadfield, Kerry A. From internet fame to scientific fact: the tale of Ceratothoa famosa 108

P38 Smit, Willem J. Mo_rphologlcal and molecular characterisation of two Lamproglena species from cyprinid fishes in South 110
Africa and Kenya

P39 Hadfield, Kerry A. Parasite, Vector, Prey: looking into the different ecological roles of Gnathia africana 125

P40 Croshaw, Dillon A holistic parasite survey of juvenile Enteromius trimaculatus from the Mooi River, South Africa 126

. The South African Living Collections Cluster (SALCC) project - managing and preserving living
P41 Chaisi, Mamohale collections for the future 135




